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Special Request Grant Eligibility,
Dana Parsons



Current Language Proposed Language
Arts organizations or Programs may apply for 
Special Request Grants to support: 
● Needs that may fall outside of the eligibility 

of MSAC’s established grant programs.

Arts organizations or Programs may apply for 
Special Request Grants to support: 
● Needs that may fall outside of the eligibility 

of MSAC’s established grant programs, 
including to support engagement of Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color.
○ Note for current GFO (Grants for 

Organizations) recipients: The proposal 
cannot provide earned income that 
would increase the GFO award 
amounts.

● Establish community support through 
financial contributions and/or partnership 
agreements specific to the proposed 
activity.



Proposed Language Justification
Arts organizations or Programs may apply for 
Special Request Grants to support: 
● Needs that may fall outside of the eligibility 

of MSAC’s established grant programs, 
including to support engagement of BIPOC 
constituents (Black, Indigenous, People of 
Color). 
○ Note for current GFO (Grants for 

Organizations) recipients: The proposal 
cannot provide earned income that 
would increase the GFO award 
amounts.

● Establish community support through 
financial contributions and/or partnership 
agreements specific to the proposed 
activity.

● Increase focus on MSAC’s strategic plan 
and commitment to equity and justice 
through special request funding.
○ Language approved by Assistant 

Attorney General. 
● Increase transparency in the eligibility 

stage, allowing for applicant time and 
capacity to be honored. 

● Mirror Council recommendations in the 
eligibility guidelines.

● Remove the possibility of double funding 
for organizations within the GFO program. 



New Business

Special Request Grants <5K



Special Grant Requests <5K

Olney Theatre- $5K
● Just Arts Program support

Imagination Stage - $5K
● Arts for Change to virtual platform

Baltimore Choral Arts Society - $5K
● Off the Grid series support


